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Game, set, match. Now for medals
SANKET KOUL & VISHAL MENON 
New Delhi, 25 July 

For the time, India will have a 140-
strong support staff accompany-
ing its athletes to the Olympics. 

From nutritionists, cooks and psychol-
ogists to sleep therapists, they will be 
led by Dinshaw Pardiwala, the chief 
medical officer, who will ensure the 117-
member contingent is fit and ready to 
perch itself on top of the podium. 

The posse of doctors will also be 
embarking on an injury service surveil-
lance programme and mental con-
ditioning of athletes. 

“Through our data-scouting team, 
we will be assessing how and why the 
injuries took place and whether it could 
have been prevented,”  Pardiwala 
explains. “We will also be monitoring 
the mental aspect to understand 
whether there should be any tweaks in 
our process.” 

As the two-
week sporting 
extravaganza 
begins Friday, 
with a gala open-
ing ceremony at 
the scenic Seine 
River, India will 
be looking to top 
its previous 

medal tally of seven at the 2020  
Tokyo Olympics (held in 2021 because 
of the pandemic). 

The current contingent includes 
previous Olympic winners like javelin 
champion Neeraj Chopra and boxer 
Lovlina Borgohain. 

Ahead of the Games, president of the 
Indian Olympic Association, PT Usha, 
exuded confidence in India attaining a 
“double-digit medal tally” in Paris. 

What has fuelled Usha’s  
expectations is the fact that India is 
sending its biggest shooting contin-
gent to the Games. 

Can India’s shooters hit bullseye? 
With 21 shooters, who earned quo-

tas in air rifle, pistol, and shotgun 
events, India and China are the only 
two countries to earn all their Olympic 
quotas in Paris. 

It is a testament to India’s consistent 

rise in this sport. 
This time, the National Rifle 

Association of India decided to junk the 
practice of sending only quota winners 
to the Olympics. Instead, the athletes 
were picked based on competitive trials. 

It will not be much of a surprise if 
one gets to witness multiple podium 
finishes for India at the state-of-the-art 
Chateauroux shooting range, which is 
a three-hour drive from Paris. 

This will also be the first time that 
India will be sending more female 
shooters (11) than men (10) at the quad-
rennial multisport event, underscoring 

the steady uptick and the culmination 
of a century-long progression in 
women’s participation in the Games. 

It was Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore 
who brought home the first medal in 
shooting – a silver at the 2004 Athens 
Games. Since then, India has won four 
medals, including one gold, two silvers 
and one bronze. 

The French capital secured the 2024 
Olympics eight years ago, after numer-
ous failed bids. 

Apart from the main stadium where 
the athletics, and track and field events 
are scheduled, the rest of the events will 
take place across the city, with the 
opening ceremony to be staged on flo-
tillas across the Seine. 

Here’s an interesting nugget to  
illustrate how the French prefer to do 
things differently. 

Each Olympic medal is made with 
pieces of iron from part of the iconic 
Eiffel Tower that were replaced over the 
years during renovation, according to 
Olympics.com. 

The French authorities have sum-
moned the services of luxury jewellery 
maker Chaumet to design these medals. 

The Paris Olympics, or for that 
matter, any major sporting event can 
act as a great unifier. 

The upcoming Games can provide 
much-needed joie de vivre to France, 
which has been upended in recent 
times by political turmoil. 

“Forget the politics, relish the spec-
tacle,” was French President 
Emmanuel Macron’s message to 
Parisians as the city of lights geared up 
to host its first summer Olympic Games 
in a century. 

Let the Games begin.

Ankita Bhakat (pictured) left behind seasoned campaigners like Deepika Kumari   
to emerge the best-placed Indian archer at the women’s individual recurve 
qualifications as India secured a quarterfinal spot in the team event on Thursday

India hopes for its best ever tally in Paris Olympics, which opens today 

India may have dengue 
vaccine by 2026: IIL
SOHINI DAS 
Mumbai, 25 July 

India may have a dengue vac-
cine by 2026, said a top execu-
tive of vaccine manufacturer 
Indian Immunologicals (IIL), 
as several players have joined 
the race to develop the coun-
try’s first vaccine against the 
mosquito-borne disease that 
claimed 485 lives last year. 

Dengue has become a major 
public health concern in India 
with 289,235 cases reported last 
year. According to data from 
the National Center for Vector 
Borne Diseases Control, there 
were 19,447 cases of dengue 
which resulted in 19 deaths till 
April 2024. Close to 3 lakh 
people get dengue a year, and 
cases have been rising.  

Speaking to Business 
Standard, K Anand Kumar, 
managing director, IIL, a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of the 
National Dairy Development 
Board, said they had finished 
the phase 1 clinical trials. 

“We will apply for approvals 
for the phase 2 clinical trials 
soon. We can expect vaccine to 
be commercially available in 
2026-27 or so if things go 
according to plan,” Kumar said. 

Phase 1 clinical trials are 
done on a small group of 
people to determine the safety 
of the vaccine, while phase 2 
and phase 3 trials are conduct-
ed to test a vaccine’s efficacy. 

IIL’s phase 1 trials have been 
successful and there have been 
no adverse reports. The com-
pany aims to start phase 2 and 
phase 3 trials soon. 

Japanese pharmaceutical 
company Takeda has also ini-
tiated local clinical trials in the 
country. A Takeda India 
spokesperson told Business 
Standard they had received the 
no-objection certification 
(NoC) for clinical trials from 
Indian health authorities. 

“We have received the NOC 
for clinical trials from health 
authorities and have initiated 
the clinical trial activity as per 
the local regulation in India and 
are committed to completing 
the trial at the earliest, followed 
by submission to Indian health 

authorities,” the spokesperson 
said, adding they were cur-
rently engaging with the regu-
lator for appropriate approvals 
and will launch vaccine after 
that in compliance with all reg-
ulatory requirements. 

“We are currently working 
on the launch of vaccine in 
India after getting approval 
from regulatory authorities. As 
soon as we get clearance, we 
will launch the vaccine. We are 
committed to working with 
national authorities to find 
ways to support access to our 
vaccine when it is approved,” 
the company said. 

Takeda has developed 
Qdenga, a tetravalent vaccine 
for dengue. It is already avail-
able for children and adults in 

the private market in Europe, 
Indonesia and Thailand, and 
in private, in some public pro-
grammes in Argentina and 
Brazil. Takeda follows a dual 
pricing strategy in both private 
and public markets, and as 
such prices in the private mar-
ket are higher in Europe than 
in Asian markets. It has also 
forged a manufacturing part-
nership with Hyderabad’s 
Biological E (BE) where the 
latter will ramp up capacity to 
50 million doses a year, accel-
erating Takeda’s plans to make 
100 million doses a year within 
a decade. The partnership will 
build upon existing manufac-
turing capacity for the vaccine 
at Takeda’s facility in Singen, 
Germany and Takeda’s long-
term partnership with IDT 
Biologika GmbH. 

The doses made by BE will 
be made available for procure-
ment by the governments in 
endemic countries by 2030 at 
the latest to support National 
Immunization Programmes. 

Qdenga is live, attenuated, 
dengue vaccine in multi-dose 
vials. BE would produce a 
multi-dose vial for this vaccine, 
something they currently do 
not have. It added that multi-
dose vials offer economic 
advantages for National 
Immunisation Programmes by 
minimising packaging expens-
es, while also reducing medical 
and environmental waste. 

Hackers eye ‘gold’ as millions flock to Paris
ASHUTOSH MISHRA 
New Delhi, 25 July  

Millions will be flocking to Paris 
where Olympics will be held 
over the next 16 days, begin-
ning Friday. It will be the first 
in-person summer games since 
pandemic restrictions were 
lifted. While the French capital 
will play host to over 10,000 
athletes of various streams, 
there are fears that it could also 
turn into a hunting ground for 
cybersecurity threat actors. 

Security experts are cau-
tioning people against possible 

threats. Loose ends: 25,000 free 
WiFi spots An analysis of nearly 
25,000 free WiFi spots in Paris 
showed that almost 25 per cent 
of these networks had 
weak or no encryption. 
It means that trav-
ellers using public 
WiFi at large events 
like this face signifi-
cant cybersecurity 
risks, such as data theft 
and identity fraud, said a 
report by Kaspersky.  

 Additionally, 20 per cent 
were configured with WPS, an 
outdated and easily compro-

mised algorithm, rendering 
them highly susceptible to WPS 
attacks that could result in data 
loss. Only six per cent of the 

analysed networks used 
the latest WPA3 security 

protocol, said the note 
from Kaspersky. 

“Like the sports-
people training for 

the summer of sport 
in France, cybercrim-

inals have also prepared an 
unsavoury welcome for the  
people heading for Paris hotels, 
fan zones and events. They 
might set up fake access points 

or compromise legitimate net-
works to intercept and manipu-
late data transfers. Open and 
misconfigured Wi-Fi networks 
are particularly attractive to 
criminals, as they enable the 
theft of passwords, credit card 
details, and other sensitive user 
data,” said Amin Hasbini, Head 
of META research unit at 
Kaspersky’s GReAT. 

Apart from Wifi vulnerabil-
ities, the sporting event has also 
attracted the eyes of phishing 
scammers. A Cloudflare anal-
ysis points towards a rise in 
phishing and malicious emails 

related to the Paris Olympics.  
From January 2024 up to 

late July, the firm processed 
over half a million emails con-
taining “Olympics” or “Paris 
2024” in the subject, out of 
which 1.5 per cent were spam, 
and 0.2 per cent were malicious. 

Further, there are possibil-
ities of scams happening 
through a setup known as  
WiFi Honeypots, which are 
fake WiFi hotspots set up by 
attackers to lure unsuspecting 
users, say experts. 

More on business.standard.com 

Google Maps set to launch new 
features to woo users in India 

WazirX finds no evidence of 
systems being compromised

Google Maps is set to launch 
a slew of new features, includ-
ing direct metro ticket book-
ings in Chennai and Kochi, 
‘flyover callout’ feature in 40 
cities and ‘narrow road’ indi-
cator for four-wheelers. Also, 
India will be the first country 
where the tech giant is set to 
rollout EV charging station 
pointers for two-wheelers. 

It comes a day after Apple 
Maps was made available on 
the web. 

Starting this week, com-
muters in Chennai and Kochi 
will now be able to book metro 
tickets on Google Maps, a 

facility which will be powered 
by the government-backed 
Open Network for Digital 
Commerce (ONDC) and 
Namma Yatri. 

“Now, when you search for 
public transport directions in 
these two cities, you’ll start 
seeing a new booking option 
for the metro leg of your trip. 
With a simple tap, you will be 
guided through the booking 
and payment process, pow-
ered by ONDC and Namma 
Yatri, eliminating the need to 
wait in line at the station,” said 
the company’s blog. 

ASHUTOSH MISHRA 

Days after cryptocurrency plat-
form WazirX reported a loss of 
$230 million worth of digital 
assets in a massive security 
breach, the company’s prelim-
inary investigation found no 
evidence that its signer 
machines were compromised. 

The affected multisig wal-
let at WazirX had six sig-
natories: five managed by 
WazirX and one by Liminal 
custody, a platform that serv-
ices the crypto exchange’s wal-
lets.   A ‘mutlisig’ or multisig-
nature wallet is a crypto wallet 
that requires two or more pri-
vate keys to unlock and with-

draw funds. 
In its blog published 

Thursday, the firm has clari-
fied the nature of the attack 
and has shifted the blame to 
its wallet service provider 
Liminal.  

While explaining the prob-
able nature of the attack, 
WazirX said three of its signers 
received malicious transac-
tions directly from Liminal 
due to a potential breach of the 
latter’s infrastructure.  

WazirX said that based on 
its preliminary findings,  
this ‘is the more likely cause of 
this attack’.  AJINKYA KAWALE

Haryana                24 
Punjab                  19 
Tamil Nadu            13 
Karnataka               7 
Uttar Pradesh          7 
Kerala                     6 
Maharashtra          5 
Andhra Pradesh     4 
Delhi                       4 
Telangana              4 
Uttarakhand          4 
West Bengal            3 
Chandigarh             2 
Gujarat                    2 
Madhya Pradesh    2 
Manipur                  2 
Odisha                    2 
Rajasthan               2 
Assam                      1 
Bihar                       1 
Goa                          1 
Jharkhand              1 
Sikkim                     1 

ATHLETE 
COUNT 

STATE-WISE    

*List includes reserves as specified 
in the final list released by the 

Indian Olympic Association 

A 117-member Indian contingent will 
descend upon Paris for the Summer 
Olympic Games. It includes 70 male 

and 47 female athletes. 
They will participate in 
16 sporting disciplines, 
including archery, 

athletics, badminton, 
boxing, golf, hockey, judo, 

rowing, sailing, shooting, swimming, 
table tennis, tennis, wrestling and 
weightlifting. Over 20 per cent athletes 
are from Haryana.   SANKET KOUL

INDIA 
IN PARIS 

117* 
TOTAL

IMAGING: 
AJAY MOHANTY

Argentina men’s football coach Javier 
Mascherano said the team’s Olympic training 
base was robbed before its chaotic opening loss 
to Morocco. The Argentina delegation filed a 
police complaint in Lyon, the prosecutor’s 
office of nearby Saint-Etienne said Thursday. It 
has been a troubled start  for Argentina, which 
took gold in 2004 and 2008.   AP

Training base robbed: 
Argentina football team

Three-time Grand Slam champion Angelique 
Kerber announced Thursday that she will 
retire after the Paris Olympics. The 36-year-
old German player won majors at every 
tournament except for the French Open at 
Roland Garros — on the same clay courts 
where she will bid farewell to tennis after the 
Paris Games.   AP

Paris Olympics to be 
Kerber’s swansong

DISEASE 
TRACKER  
Dengue cases and 
deaths in  
India since 2019

  Cases    lDeaths 

  2019           2020            2021           2022            2023           2024* 

157,315    44,585  193,245  233,251  289,235  19,447 

346 303
485

1656166

*Provisional till 30th April 2024; 2023: World bank reported data till Sep 13; 2024: WB 
reported data till Feb 21; Source: National Center for Vector Borne Diseases Control  
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